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Principal’s Welcome

The summer holidays flew by, once again, and here we are settled back into another school year.  Like so many of our pupils, especially the Primary 1s, I spent the whole summer looking forward to coming to St Pauls’ Primary School!
Having been teaching in Belfast for the last 15 years I was already familiar with St Paul’s and the fantastic reputation it holds throughout Belfast.  I have been overwhelmed by the strong support of parents, the determination and commitment of teachers and the warm, friendly children who strive so hard to achieve their very best.  I have been made very welcome by everyone and want to offer my sincere thanks to you all.

I would also like to thank the Board of Governors of St Paul’s for the trust they have placed in me and the support and confidence they have shown.  I must also thank Mr O’Doherty for the tireless work he did over the last 7 years to make St Paul’s the envy of Belfast.  His new school, Our Lady Queen of Peace, are very lucky to have him!

As our school year is developing and before our calendars fill with events I would like to stress the importance I place on the role of every family and the wider community in supporting our pupils to be the best they can be.  I would like to invite all members of our community to become more actively involved in the life and work of the school.  My door is always open to new ideas and new people.  Please feel free to contact me at any time.  

The children of Beechmount are our future politicians, community workers, parents and social guardians.  Let’s work together to create better futures for everyone.
Sean McNamee

Breakfast Club

Our breakfast club runs every morning from 8.05am. For only 70p per day, your child can enjoy toast, cereal and fruit juice. We strongly urge you to avail of this club as not only is it good value, but provides your child with a healthy start to the day and allows them to have a chat with their friends before school starts.

Opening Mass
Fr Devlin joined us to celebrate mass to mark the opening of another school year on 16 September.  This was a very thoughtful, peaceful occasion to inspire us all to work to our best ability and respect one another in our thoughts and actions.
ClassDojo

I am sure you have all heard about the wonderful new class management tool being used at St Pauls.  ClassDojo is an online tool for monitoring behaviour and awarding points for pupils who remain on task.  It has the additional benefit of being connectable to parents, who can then log in to view their own child’s progress and be kept informed.
If you haven’t already been asked to connect by your child (they are able to design their own avatar when you connect) then please get in touch with the class teacher who can provide you with the necessary user name and password.

All pupil details used on ClassDojo are secure.  No images of children are used and each teacher’s class and records are protected by secure usernames and password.
Transition

Our Transition worker, Ms Toni Chi Vaughan will begin working with our P7 pupils next Wednesday, preparing them for their move from primary school to secondary. We welcome her guidance and assistance in delivering this hugely important programme on behalf of FSCN.
Languages at St. Paul’s

We are delighted to welcome Stephane Briand, our new French tutor, to St Paul’s where he is currently working with our P6 pupils.

Stephane, who is originally from Western France, uses his love and knowledge of France to enthuse pupils.  We look forward to a successful year with his help.
New P1s

We offer our sincerest welcome our new P1 pupils and parents. The P1 teachers report that the children have all settled really well into the routine of the day. We hope that they continue to be so motivated and happy throughout their next 7 years with us.
Active School

St Paul’s are, once again, getting involved in the Sustrans ‘Active Schools Travel’ programme.

This programme aims to encourage pupils to adopt more active ways of travelling to school, such as walking or cycling.  The programme offers a range of classroom activities to all classes as well as promotional activities and events throughout the school year.

Our Active School development officer from Sustrans is Beverley Gaston who is working with Mrs Lawlor to develop our own Active Schools Travel Policy.

Letters to parents will be issued shortly, along with details of our new policy.
Primary 6 Assembly

Primary 6A will kick off our assembly rota, this year, with their presentation to mark the beginning of a new school year.

Parents and family are warmly invited to attend this event at 1.15pm in the school assembly hall on Friday 2 October.

A journey with your child through Primary 1

We, at St Paul’s, are very lucky to have access to a wonderful, exciting new resource to support parents.  ‘A journey with your child through Primary 1’ is the result of collaboration between West Belfast schools to develop the role of parents in the education of their child.  We are doubly blessed because our own Mrs Lawlor was one of the three authors of this scheme!

The programme will be delivered to all of our Primary 1 parents throughout this year and we would strongly recommend that everyone makes use of the opportunity to get involved.  This programme will support parents to develop the essential skills necessary for their child to do well at school.
Parent Room

All parents are most welcome to drop into the parent room every morning for a cup of tea, a chat and advice on a whole range of issues. We are continuing our work with Job Assist, who can provide a wide range of advice and training on re-joining the job market and developing personal confidence.  They also have access to a wide range of job training opportunities for those looking for a foot-up. Come along and get involved. Everyone is welcome.

Respecting Rights

It’s official!!  St Paul’s is a Rights Respecting School!

Although we always knew it, in June 2015 St Paul’s was officially awarded level 1 of the Rights Respecting School Award.  We are among the first schools in Ireland to have achieved this award and our own Mrs McCotter has been delivering workshops to other schools on our journey through the process.
We are hugely proud of all of our pupils and staff who presented to the judges and who worked extremely hard to show how we respect everyone’s rights each and every day.  This is a huge achievement for our school (although we still want to achieve level 2!!)
School Motto
We are currently negotiating with our student council on a catchy phrase which best sums up our school.  It is anticipated that this new motto might be displayed on a revamped version of our school crest.  When we have settled on a few ideas we will send these out to parents and community to get your views.  So please use this opportunity to have your voice heard.  Letters should be issued in the coming weeks.
